bid } os ww Fo ew &* be 


might be honest toward those without. Among 


THE UNIVERSALIST. 


eee eee a nate i le ee ICC ee 


eo era en Re er eu nn CCC 


* Es ts I ee I I An Ce et ee ee EC SEOSICCCY 


{We pan i the Hving Got, who is the Martont or att teko=rou, 


$M... 06'S — ET 


_ PT. SA WP 4 ASS, PO 


SATURDAY, AUGUST n, 1882; 


Tas Unrvenea tron is 


published simultaneously 
29, Cornhill, BosTox, by BExJAamIn B. Mussxy; and | dj 


at LoWELL, every SATURDAY ; at $1, annum, 
pa in advance. by an ASSOCIATION 
op UL [NIVERSALIST CLERGYMEN, 


hors nn. ney walk toncatly toward themithet aro without, 
es iv. 12. 


'Fhe here addressed were christian be- | the 
levers who "dwelt in the city of Thessalonica. 
Those without, toward whom the apostle exhorted 
them to wall honestly, were unconvyerted Gentiles, 
and uting Jews. 'They had not as yet been 

within the pale of the christian church; 
or rather they had not been '- $o9-gp Arm 
and knowledge and n of the 
, _ were without hope &ld without God in the 
ww 
be: in this situation—and 
honestly toward those who were. True believers 
had duties and obligations which they owed to those | 
who were destitute of the comforts of the 
unenlightened, and even d to the truth. It 
mon, tht they, voving toi Sr en] 
me t , 8eeing their 8% W t 
gl i ence «th in heaven. | They were ns. 
obligation eli rub  formnempd cn re pi be 
gospel graces, i e e might 
of 8ervice to those without. 'The apostle names 
Several vices which they were bound to avoid—and 
extiorts them to the exercise of brotherly love—to | 
the stady of quietness—to the \ otpunec <a of 
theirown is obs labor with ir own hands, 
8s they had been commanded ; and the object,-of | a 
attending "to those "was that their walk 


uested thertn to walk 


numerous other obligations binding upon devon an 
honest deportment toward those without, was the 
greatest.' 
Thete have: been for many ages numerous de- 
christians _each,.s | 


rene nf les, you must 
——_— their creed or you dre without the| 
church; © You miust- be one -of them z- believe as 
they believe, worship as they worship; or you will 


be mfallibly damried. When this is aserted by 


| of 


wheit the Church, (ay enrl rep! 

_ power, i ag » the ou o 

men, TD mansions of glory to its 8u 
Funds | all 


have been without the pale of 

The may be kind and charitable 

y may receive from 

broad mantle of '- which 

covers a multitude of ging—but their is 
| different towards 'those who are not of their pro- 
promgaune Too often will they hang out eve  plaus- 
ible pwt7 te ira gpecious guise, to lull guspi- 
cions and the ya of thoge without— 
Re Ti CITE EPET 


The apostle did ndt wisk his brethren to | heart. 


ders to 


| 
 . The of old were, great pr | 
be tho 


religion and holy life. 'They 
only true 4 holy of 9-00 dishone 


goepel,; | guished their conduct 


| without their charch. | 
tians as being an Coed 
'88id all manner 

| They accused our: 

and hs doctrine as Ty 


egus wk 
Sy NeW -RCCe8810Ns ESE 


any class';/ every man who feels an-interest/ in re- | Cc ro | oy 


ligious 
sons of #1 


ts. nd apcetl em Opmeteg ha 
e an es, Jegus | me 


creed is 
and / 


|  call'on'tir extianine heo[ppure- 
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wrt | 


d their til e 
others blood. EN book petittoot2 hed Bo 
testants: have ar ho v7 2 pn. pre rag vr 
each other. . And. euch has be. en the Warngn rontable | 
departure from the Sl of th 1e gospe 
history of the christian church is a EN of re- 

ated abuses—contentions and blood'shed—and | th 

this way, the cause of christianity has suffered” 
than all the writings of infidels ever did or 
ever will bring upon it. 

How 'has it fared' with Universalists? Have 
they received honest treatment from those who 
have considered them without 2 We have alread 
noticed how our Lord was used, who tasted dea 
for every man—who is to reconcile all/ things to 
God—and who promised, if he was lifted up from 
the earth he would draw all men unto him. Our 
belief in these and like 'promises is what -consti- 
tutes ns Universalists—of course he was an Uni- 
versalist. He was crucified. St. Peter "believed 
that we ought not to call any man common/and | u 
unclean—and that *God' 1s no cter of per- 
gons. Peter was also crucified, "Our Lord was 
crucified about the year 30, on Calvary—Peter in 
Rome, about- the year 64. The cause why the 
first christians were persecuted, is stated by St. 
Paul in clear language. He undoubtedly knew, as 
he realized a full share of suffering. He 8ays— 
'Whereffre we both labor and*suffer reproach be- 
ecuse we trust in the living God who is the Savior 
of all men, especially of those who believe.” '' The 
eause of the reproach brought on the early chris- 
tians is here attributed to their trusting in a God 
who was the Savior of all men. © 
- From the apostles down to the you 558, we find 
traces of Universalism advocate by 8ome of the 
most worthy christian fathers—but it had to pass 
through evil report as well as good. ' In the year 
558 it was anathematized by the fifth ' general 
Council, which assembled at Constantinople and 
Universalists were removed from all office—ex- 

Ned from the communion table and finally ban- 
whed their country.* 'The power was now in 
the hands of the Catholics, and from this time 
through the dark ages, we are able to find but faint 
traces of Universalism, and these mostly in those 
instances where it has been condemned by coun- 
cils. ; But 800n after the reformation, Universalisem 

revived 'and was embraced _ many 8ects,' 
and egpecially | Mraahoe Anabaptists who were most 
cruelly used. © im toned, banished, 
slain b word and burned. This 'was about the | re 
year 1 "That they were objected: to,-'on ac- 
count of their Universaligm roaring as they were 
___ for it in the A ,onfes81on. 


« Parliament 
Buglond, ; May 2, 648, in Net wer fajeerrord 
e doctrine we now receive, on conviec- 


tion of the'same, were to be committed to peinon!'e 


without bail—and if afterwards on trial, they «till 


pootens in maintaining the doctrine, they were to 
| "Fre oppo with death.f 


of Universalism have always boos 
ox of - their day—whose conduct has 
[ with 'a departure | 
and the mecred dictates of the 


rife; + 


| 


THE ANTRARSALT: 


nea oO 


tuary, The 181 ry of Uni 
(8) 


trious Founder | 
= day, is filled with ene of-abuses wh 


7 have ' —_— from their religious etnies 
And the pens of '8ome orga emu in many 


instances, to be I of -rophomeie gall; in order to throw 
an'unmerited load reproach on the Shoulders of 
Univerealists. 


A profitable application of this ojiject may be 
made. to-our. times... It will .be.easy. to show.. that 
too many modern profesgors are/guilty of an alarm- 
ing. departure from , in their walk toward 
those whom they call the 'unenlightened or un- 
regenerated—in other worde-<(hods GRO their 
church. 

Reader, we now come where we can "pda 
from experience—for we have realized dishonest 

usage from thoge who consider us unre 
and 'out of the christian church. Our charac- 
ters have been impeached—our doctrine misrep- 
resented. It is frequently said that the doctrine 
of universal- grace is ' of licentious. tendency— 
promny only to carnal minds, and 8upported only 

the most unworthy members of 
greatest © profe 8ors of religion Say these 
aſe They 8ay that-we do not beheve in any 

retribution for sin. That it is just as well to be 
Sinners as Saints. That we do not beheve in re- 
pentance and regeneration. 'That 'we deny the 
necessity of the atonement; &c.  'Those. ' who 
know any thing about: us, know that/-these are 
dishonest charges—and entirely contrary to truth. 
It is true that our ideas of the atonement, of re- 

eneration and: of ' the retribution for sin; 

iffer from theirs but we can 8ay, with as Man 
truth, that the Gisbelieve these things, as they 
can 8ay this of us. 

We believe the gcriptures- when they 8ay that 
*God will by no means clear the guilty—but that 
he'/will render to & man ng to: his 
works.” We, therefore, do not believe 'that repen- 
tance will clear the guilty from @ just retribution 
—neither. do we believe that the death of Christ 
can clear them; because there are no-means which 
can clear them. - There may be means to prevent 
them being further guilty—to clear them from 
guilt, "but 'not from the & ey pg of mt 

I 
tion' to be in pro on to the-gui 
the world where the pallets. Fe dc 
| nit A —_ ET oockne 
te it is-proper to fax an. 
1 life with the: ntary deeds' of mortality, As 
it regards:h my we believe-the righte- 
ous me 91/7 EY in the earth- t 
wicked "AOR AUEAIRGST: - be rag doubt. 


ins 


7a 
and +do 80 no more. So far'ns our 


/are ought to be; 8et 
> ne, jt ds- 


ity 
rogeneration. rh as we' have. done: 
[tear 


F 


ion | their leaders have deceived them concerni 


cient atonement for the sins of the whole. world. 
We believe that he tasted death for every man, 


and that every man will be benefitted by his death. 
We' believe that through his blood, all things will 
be reconciled to God. © We believe that he will 
finish &in' and destroy death—and deliver - the 
whole creation from the bondage of corruption 
mto the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
What more, could we believe, to constitute us be- 
lievers 'in the atonement ? We believe that all 
men will be saved, through the merits of the Re- 
deemer—others believe that 8ome men will be 
thus 8aved. We —_— that the whole world, by 
regeneration, will CLIN me 
fres from sin—others believe that 
world will realize this saving change. We. be- 
lieve that every man will be justly rewarded ac- 
cording to his works—others believe that all men 
Jjustly deserve endless punishment—but only. part 
of them will suffer it. Now have not our enemies 
used us dishonestly when they have-represented 
us as denying the atonement—the doctrine of re- 
generation—and of just retribution ? To be ure 
we differ from them in our belief on these subjects 
—but does not the difference consist in our be- 
lieving them- more fully, than they do? It cer- 
tainly does. 'There is no yoo under. heaven 
that plead more earnestly for the honor of God, 
and the merits of the Savior, than we do. 'This is 
the very reason why we reject the doctrine of 
endless misery. S/ | 
The way to deal -honestly with others is to do 


by them as we would: that they should do by us. 
This is called entering in at the etraight 4 
ave 


We are sure that our religious neighbors 
not thus dealt by us. They have not given us 
such weight and measure as would please them 
to have returned. They denounce us in the'most 
uncharitable-texms—prohibit their adherents'from 


we think our © rs are. 80. £9 

No OREAMTT v9 6 pals a 
wate, tell followers what the. sentiments 

of Universalists are. Now if they represent our 


opinions fairly and correctly why may not their! 


followers ag | hear those sentiments from our 
own lips ag ffom theirs. Why 8hould it be repre- 
sented 80 dangerous'to hear Universalism preach- 
ed by « Universalist- minister in a Universalist 
mootiig house—when it is 80 perfectly safe 
hearing it/in other -housges—when preach- 
ed by other mitisters? | ri 
sugpect sy is here used ? Yes. | For if 


our opinions are « bad as divines represent them 


& Peo- 
emn us 


to the people—they Would be willing tha 
ple 8hould ticey us fve-namebres and con 
from our” own lips. Butthey know- that the rep- 


is, | regentations which 


al 


and incorruptible or: 
only part of the" 


we not's right to 
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ble, therefore, oy x8. 21-®-o/ Sd their fol- 
our story— -would convinee 
them that we have been misrepresented, and that 
us. 
If the people, on examination, should our 
opinions as pernicious as they have been repre- 
gented; we are certain would have no ope- 
s1tion to believe them. ey would only 1 to 
| be known, to be hated. The concern which preach- 
ers manitest that their people will frequent our 
meetings is proof that they know that our doctrines 
do not wear [/those odious features which have 
been given them. If the sentiments of other de- 
nominations had clearer evidences of truth than 
ours, if we had made it a part of our business to 
misrepresent, those 8entiments to our supporters 
—ywe certainly should object to their _—_ 
the meetings of 8uch denominations. We ehoul 
8ay and do all we could to prevent it. But if we 
(were fully satisfied that the evidences of truth 
were in our favor—that we had dealt honestly to- 
ward thoee who differ with us—we should'be per- 
fectly willing that the people should hear all s1des 
—examine and compare and decide—you, there- 
fore, never hear us discouraging inquiry—nor cau- 
tioning those of our faith against attending on the 
rehgious 8ervices of others. We feel no cons 
cern in this respect. 'Phis concern and manage- 
ment is with other denominations, who do not walk 
honestly with those who. are without the pale of 
their churches. We do hope that people will 80on 
come to the praige-worthy resolation to learn Uoc- 
trine for themselves. When we accuse our reli- 
gious opposers of wishing to deprive -us of our 
rights and privileges—they very gravely tell us 
that we have no rights and privileges to looge— 
that our religious opinions disqualify us from en- 
Joying those civil and religious rights which are 
granted to them—that we ought not to be credit- 
ed under oath—nor admitted to any posts of honor 
or trust. © Their 'unKindness. and dishonesty does 
not 8top here. After villifying our characters in 
the most approbrious terms—after heaping upon 
our doctrine all the odium malice cant invent—af- 
ter manifesting a disposition to take from us our 
civil and religious immunities in«his world—the 
doom us to misery hy the reach of mercy in 
the world to come. 'This, we must plowed to 
consider dishonest treatment. 
Reader, let -us 'cautiously attend to the duty 


meetings on pain of excommunica- | which the apostle enjoins—by dealing honestly 
Vile Be met gs, wo only-{ with thoes' whoes" opinions thay differ Fam our 
complain, we do not intend to be aritable.; but | We can never convert them—we can never 


make them think favorably of our sentiments by 
persuing with them an unkind and dishonest . 
course of conduct. Ovr religion requires broth- 
love—that love should 'adorn our conduct. 

estly as well as talk 80, towards 


monishes us to deal justly—loy 1 
humbly before God. It tenche 


|Fons,rightoounty, and godly in ho prev 


THE UNIVERSALIST, 


6 | Lightſo 


where sin aboundeth grace did much more 
abound. We do not believe that God uges end 
less migery to Gn 8in—we would as goon be- 
lieye +" our. Lord did cast out devils by the 
rug bog devils. Let us follow the example of 
Ng, bp by he Ley God tasted death for 
—_—_— 


that wisdom, which is full of | 
B, W. 
THE PHRASE *NEW CREATURE.” 
re, if an man be i wr 2 is now creature; | 
old things are pon? paved gargy; bb ll things are be- 
come new.* 2 Cor 
'The terms in whiah this passgge is expresged 
ns a character 80mewhat ambiguous ; and at a 
NN ping meaning of the writer goems to bs | 
conce behind a rampart of singular phrageol- 
ogy- But, it is evident, that whatever difficulty 
this language _ay pponns to our minds, it was 
perſhctly nnd unders by thoge to whom it was 
primanly addregsed. 'The reader can hardly be 
presumed sufficiently acquainted with the change 
which language has undergone, to realize, that 
the phageology which requires no small effort on 
his part to comprehend, was familiar to the first 
christians and its meaning well known, Neyer- 
theless this is the fact. All those es which 
are clothed with obscurity to modern 
were, I doubt no 


whose instruction 
The © 


christians, 
wil perfectly plain to those for 
ey Were —_ composed. 
text was meant to express—and does in my 
View, e the state of a christian yenk 2 
that age the change he had unde 
pagging from the old Jewish and Gentile reli Lions 
apap! to the phate of Christ. Of snch an one, it 
ly true, that * old things had passed 
org nal things had become new.” Ina general 
| relates to the great moral and 
__ change then taking place, 1 in the world, 
Hams h the preac dom of God. 
The destruction of the Jewish and entile 8ystem, 
is 8et forth under the of *old passing 
away; and the rgnovating spirit and influence of 
the e gospel, under the gimulitude of all things be- 
ne 
EY, 
its principles and its morality ; an 
over to 
wereint 
8uch 


who came 


 TRRPRck BOW Gronhuree, .N Som ie 
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1 all things were indeed new; both | n 
who were brought wi its influence, | i 


achnoIdge ih ahead 
of regeneration 


TIES 


yring we 


ar ok © child now born? Rotor | + thy wag ry 


Abraham renounced idolatry. and was preg of 
God, they 8aid,— He was made 8 
Is ch mes the ag Aridi tad to 
10 Thos hog be spake of converts $0 ogur 
re on; expregsed any 
character or of moral Ks wry Nov, as ti igur 
was in 8uch common use among the Jews, it was 
pm tprg nyo yer enter, = d by Christ and his 
tles in a similar 8ense. |'T rows Fortemgp done 
in his discourse with 
he ki that he must. be born again ; or whos 
is the game thing, that he muet be converted from 
Judaigm to Christianity. - St. eas ne in. the on 
Faye a the 8ame 8tyle of yp wt. 
he that is in Christ, who m___ 
christianity is « new creature z ol old things aro are 
me new ! 


passed away ; behold, all things are 


' All will agree that to be pew, ea hats F 60n- 


verted,* and to *become a new TO 
conyertible terms, 'These forms of | 
different, but the 8ense18 the 8ame. is it wth 
the phrases, * om of heaven,” *© {as of 
God,” and *the m;' they mean the 8a@me 
thing; they all denote the gospel cispensation or 
religion of Christ. 

But what of all this ? I answer, if we + 5 
termine what it was to be *horn of God 
will be no difficulty i in fixing the precige import, 
of the phrase *new creature; for they are con- 
vontibla terms, St. John 8ays,—whoscever be- 
lieveth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God. It 
is evident, (it will not be denied) that he who had 
this faith Was in Christ, WIR Converted, was & «new 
creature.* As, therefore, the Jews denominated 
proselytes to their faith new ereatures'—the apos- 
tles opriated this form of expression, in speak- 
ing of converts to Christ, or christzanity. The 
meaning of the phrase *new creature,' as it 00- 
curs in the New Tao, is ob before the 


the religion of Chr: 
in the ga: 


al amonget us reapecting In changes 
and 8. Poor adopt Conversions, 


: 2 
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envy, pride ?. But 800n an unseen arm arreated 
the and they fell beneath the avenging 
rod. We have 8een the virtuous de- 


har, to feel asgured that there is One, who can 
8can its motives, and 8ustain it, under its trials! 
n to re- 
ceive us, and whoge love cannot be dumninished 
by the unkindness of the world. Is this a delu- 
glon ? No—no—it is not a delusion! 
ANONYMOUS. 


VITAL PIETY. 


Much has been written and said about vital piety. 
It is taken for granted that people mean, by the 


and| terms 80 frequently employed, a reli 


birth ; and that this cha prepares 
the kingdom of God, which consists in righteous- 
ness, and | wy and joy in the Holy Ghost. But 
I believe that when a person is illuminated by the 
when he is t to believe on the Son 


of as the Savior of the world, he becomes a 


© new creature,” He passes from death unto life. 
_- T could wish that mankind were more deeply 
interested in theae things. I wish this for their 
own gakes, and for the sake of christianity. I 
wish it for the honor of God, and for the di nity, 
| of my whole 
race, I would exhort every man-to « careful stud 
of the 8acred volume, that he may know the trut 
as it is in Jesns, and that the truth might make 
him free. I would rejoice tosee converts to chris- 
tianity multiplied, until all men round the globe 
8hall become new *© creatures.* But, alas! I ee 
— who may be said to be in 

few, who 


yi- | to the progperity of the cauge of Christ. 
| cially is it to be lamented, that those who 
rrul-| to believe in the final restitution of all 


- "mM * 


o| that state of the feelings and affec 


us 

of mind, devotional spirit, a RoTedY heart, or 

ed by th No d Ie there þ o 
regai y the o doubt there is a 
difference of lie os this, as well as on man 
other -8ubjects; still, it will be d, on 
hands, that piety is a reality, and that it is to be 
ranked high among the es and virtues of the 


real christian. 'Theological writers have said that 
©1it consists in a firm belief, and in right concep- 
tions of the being, perfections, and providence of 
God; with ouitable 

of his moral 
ence to his will.” 


affections to him, resemblance 
ctions, and a constant obedi- 


ent to his will, to his law, to the requirements of 
his grace. 

But, while, on the one hand, people have run 
into an extreme by making piety to consist in a 
blind devotedness to human creeds, and in the 
observance of external rites and ceremonies, many, 
on the other hand, have committed a no less fatal 


It is to. be reg d that the existence of a 
8 


8purious d have occasioned, in any, & 
def A rea_y'ns Homer and 80 i 


102 


< - truly pious and rationally devout frame 'of 
nd, | 

"Tt eannot be too much deplored, that any mem- 
bers of a denomination distinguished by a belief 
of doctrines which are calculated to warm the 
heart, to elevate the affections, and inspire us with 
hopes full of immortality, should' fall short of the 
8prrit of their religion, or indulge feelings of oppo- 
s1tion to that which may be appropriately termed 
evangelical piety. We cannot too seriously la- 
ment that any should- imagine that Universaliem 
requires us to forego the pleasures which flow 
from a reverential love of God, and a warm devyot- 
edness to his cause. And, on the other hand, 
nothing-can afford the real friends of our blessed 
doctrine more encouragement, than to s8ee all who 
believe it, alive to its divine realities, and duly 
8ensible of their obligations to the Giver of every 
good and every perfect gift. L.' 8. E. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 
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[For the Universalist.] 


ON THE DIVINE WORD. 


The: great diversity of opinion, that -exists re- 
specting the doctrines of Revelation, has had a 
wide and powerful tendency, -in checking their | 
progress and -in weakening their influence. Be- 
8ides the bitter controversy, the sectarian conten- 
tions, and the unholy divisions, which they have 
caysed, they have furnished weapons, that have 
been successfully employed, to prove the non-ex- 
istence of all revealed religion. But this'state of 
things, has ' not half the evils of popery, which 

ves infallibility to the Church, and unites all in 
trine, by prohibiting inquiry, and by applying 
the 8strong arm of the law to all dissenters. Net- 
ther, however, do we believe 1s a necessary evil. 
We are aware of the peculiar construction of the 
human mind, of the various lights in whigh differ- 
ent people view the same thing, and of the imper- 
fection of all our capacities. We know the great 
contrariety of opinions entertained. on almost all 
gubjects, which engage man's attention. Still, we 
think with revelation it is different, and that the 
time will come, when the name of God will be 
one'and his praise one, from the rising of the 8un 
to the going down of the game. 

Many changes, it is true, in the education and 
customs of 8ociety, must be effected, before this 
can take place. Catholics must be / freed from 
superstition and the power of the priests;- they 
must be 'made to think and to learn: their religi 


from the Bible and not from their spiritual guides: | it 


Protestants must, adopt new rules, the remains of 
popery must be purged from among them, they 
must throw aside - their partial 8nd contradictory 
creeds, and be protestants in ray 3 e, as well as 
name, and in reality take the Bible for their guide 
inthe mighty concerns of faith and doctrine: and 
Education, instead of cramping and curtailing the 
mind, must be exerted to expand and improve it, 
to enable it to think and judge for itself, rather than 
to prevent this exercise of right. <4 

We- cannot believe it is obscurity in the word 
which causes the conflicting © opinions of the 
Church. To be sure, it is not to. be expected that 
people will ever agree, /in all things connected 
with revelation ; this is not esgential-to union, 
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revelation -to prevent an agreement” in its' great 
leading doctrines. © Take for ce, the word of 
God, in relation to salvation: ” 'This/ 18s a subject 
that occupies a great portion of revelation, and it 
may be considered the centre of the whole system, 
just as the 'sun- is the centre of the solar system. 
t is natural therefore to look for great-clearness 
and plainness of speech on this 8ubject; and these, 
we think, we have, notwithstanding the conflict- 
ing opinions which are entertained respecting it. 
here are many ways to 'ascertain 'what the 
word is in relation to this point. Nature and rea- 
gon, Providence and experience, the commands 
and exhortations of revelation, the character and 
offices of Christ, the nature and object 'of his 
mission, the design and ow of the Gospel, and 
the mighty conquests it has already acquired, may 
all be employed to show, the character” of 'the 
word on this subject. But the 'limits of this. arti- 
cle forbid a consideration of these, and only per- 
mit us to consider the evidences arising from the 
Divine attributes, and a few passages of Revela- 
tion. | | 
Words are expressions of our i feelings and 
purposes, We know when a man is angry or 
cruel from what he epeaks. 'The words of the 
good man, are an expression of kind, generous, 
and noble feeling, of benevolent and holy plans. 
Hence the word of God, is an expression of- his 
nature, a reyelation'of his will and purpose, 'The 
first question then, to be answered 1s, what 1s the 
character of God? 'To this allwects will unitedly 
answer, God is a being of infinite love, wisdom and 
power. As all are agreed in this, I see not how 
we can differ, respecting the word 'of God, for 
whatever 'he has 8poken, is a revelation of his 
dness, wisdom and power. 'DThis inference is 
oth natural and important; natural because we 
must 8uppose God sincere, and that - he would 
gpeak according to his nature ; and important, be- 
cause it is essential to the excellency, consistency, 
and perfection of revelation. Hence we place the 
s8ame confidence in God's word, that we do in any 
of his attributes, and we conceive' it as rational to 
7e 199- his wisdom or power will fail, as his word. 
All this grows out of the idea, that his word is a 
revelation of his attributes. / | 
As God's goodness is infinite, he must have gra 
cious designs towards all-men ; as his wisdom is 
infinite, his plans must 'be perfect; and as his 
power 1s anfinite, his plans must be executed. 
We will lay down then, as an indisputable fact,” 
that there is n contradictory in God's word. 
| as8ent tothis, it is the only 


is always actuated by the same-! 
ciples, if it were 0 , hi be 
contradictory. Were he ever actuated 'by re-. 
venge, what he would say- under its i 

would oppose his word spoken-under the influence 
of love. Were his justice an arbitrary principle, 
which acts without fbfbreitios: ace to the of man, 
what he would say under its influence, would op- 
pose his word, spoken under the influence of 
m ; ve PLPrP 6 HEW-10694J vy 


"Again; there'is nothing'in the to 
the final happi 


- 


- 


- 


piness of all men. This is* ag cer- 


peace or- prosperity ; bat then, we see nothing in | 


doctrine opposed'to the final happiness of all, we 
ay, the principle exists in God, which is a denial 
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of the infigity-of his goodness./ It. is .also a denial 
of his-wisdom, for perfect wisdom can only adopt 
those measures-calculated to promote its objects. 
Therefore: the attributes of God clearly prove, that 
the word teaches, the salvation of 'all men. And 
people generally. 8ay, if we reason from God's at- 
tributes, we- prove - universalism.  'This is a gre 
CONCes810N ; but does it/not imply, that his word and 
attributes are at yariance ? Some 8ay, they should 
believe. universalism, were it not for Divine jus- 
tice; they think his goodness teaches it ; but what 
is this but acknowledging & warfare between good- 
| justice, and 8aying, that the word contra- 
elf? Others say, 8hould believe uni- 
versaliem, were it-not for God's threatenings ; they 
think. the promises teach it. But here occurs 
again the 8ame contfadiction-in the word, and- the 
same warfare: among God's attributes. Remem- 
ber the word is & revelation of the Divine attri- 
butes. . Wemust: therefore, either say, the word 
contradicts itself, and oppo s 8ome of God's per- 
fections, or that it teac final happiness of 
all men. -: There is-no other alternative. + |» 
Letius now 8ee' how this reasoning will e 
with- Revelation.  Isaiah has the ing lan- 
guage—*In this mountain shall the 2.0kD of hosts 
make unto all people' a feast of fat things, & feast 
of wines. on-the lees ; of fat things full of marrow, 
of wines on'the lees well refined? - This is a-rev- 
elation-of. God's love, and it is .precisely what we 
$hould expect from a Being infinitely good. And 
here all-christians e with-us, _— are united 
in saying, this feagt was prepared for all men. But, 
will they follow the -prophet through 'in his re- 
marks? He not only speaks of the love, but of 
the wisdom and power of God. * And he will de- 
8troy in this mountain the face. of the "— 
cart over all people, and the yail that is sprea 
over all nations. He will swallow up death in vic- 
tory; and the Lord God willwipe away tears from 
off all faces; and the rebuke of his people 8hall 
he take away from all the earth. "From this we 
learn, that the prophet was speaking not only of 
_ the love, 'but-of the! wisdom- and power” of 'G 
the wisdom which plans, and the power which ex- 
ecutes, what goo ; designs. Hence the text 
gays, the feast is prepared for all, and all will par- 
e'of it. \Keep'in” mind, that the word is a rev- 
elation of God's attributes. 
Again; we read, * that the Father sent the on 
to be the Savior of the world.* Nothing less could 
be exp from a: Being 'of infinite love. So; 
8ay all christians. - The old fashioned doctrine of 


he bish- of past ages.” The 

then is," does this' pas- 
erof God? 'Most 
eg his pur to'8ave all 
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must, purpose 't 
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urposed to ave the world, becanse- it is 
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he knew.he should not accomplish, His purpose 
is not only-agreeable to his love, but also to his 
wisdom- and power. + +4 "x7 
Again ; Jesus is called * the Savior of sinners' 
and the © Savior of 'the world.'. But we respect- 
fully ask, if the disposition -to-6ave all, or if offer- 
ing to-save all, can entitle him to this-holy appella- 
tion? TI am aware it has been common to 8ay, he 
is the Savior of the world, because he offers to 
8ave it. But this is leaving the wisdom and power 
of God entirely out of the question. Not only 80, 
it is opposed--to matter of fact... Not one fourth 
part or: the. world, has had the offers of salvation, 
not, one fourth part, know. that 8uch' a being as 
Christ, died. for sinners, - Hence admitting. Jesus 
is the Savior of all -he offers to 8ave, even though 
dj ary eternally lost, he has no title to the ap- 
= ation of a universal Savior. We must there- 
ore,.look upon these universal expressions,-as re- . 
vealing the infinite love, wisdom, and power of 
God; the love in designing, the wisdom in plan- 
ning, and, the power in-executing this infinitely 
benevolent object. | ge 
From the foregoing remarks we see, that there 
is- no. obscurity in- the word- itself. It is marked 
with the -brightest of signatures—consr8tency, be- 
nevolence, with God and Revelation. In- 
deed, 80 important are all its bearings and relations, 
80 evident are all its distinguishing features, and 
80 beautiful are all its proportions: and moral 8ub- 
limities, that to contend against it, 8eems hike *ar- 
guing against-the gun.” This: great doctrine is 
called the word of God, because it-is-a revelation 
of his holy nature and efficient, plans; it is called 
the word of Christ, because he came as an ambassa- 
dor from heaven to preach it to the human family ; 
it is called the word of the kingdom, because it 
made known the treasures of immortal grace; it is 
called the word of salvation, because it brings the 


 tidings of redemption from sin and misery; and it 


is.called the word of life, because it lifts up the 
curtain. of futurity, and reveals a state of endless 
bliss. - How then, can we- doubt its final triumph, 
over-error and sin, and the subjection-of all hearts 
to its mild 8ceptre? Great ts the truth and wt will 
prevat. O. AS. 


To Taz Evitors or THE UNIVERSALIST. 

. Gentlemen. —A principal object in obtruding 
this hasty article upon your attention, is, I admit, 
rather selfisk. It 1s to avoid the repetition of im- 
nts . How do: you like the Universalist? 
What do { 3. think of the > 09 p00 = you 
a ve 01:80 many new rengious papers 
| Gn and similar questions recur s0 perpetual- 
ly-as to' become, in no small degree, an 


* 


annoying ; 
and I have, for 8ome time, been looking about for 
the;readiest and surest way to get rid of the re- 


.currence - w-future. | Now no method 'presents 
itself to my mind which will be more likely to 
Succeed, than that of answering the 


'once for all, in gome public print ; and 


our approbation, you may insert the rephes in the 
niversalist. | 2113) © i1- Forint Thur 
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etef buying he.i8 unwise, or has: purposed what | unpleasant 


forebodings' on this eubject- in regard 


104 
to een popes I have been afraid we 


these limits. These, are my | good. 


were oyerstepping 
fears 8till ; but I am not without #ome' apprehen- 
sj6ns that they may not be well founded. 

Who is to be the judge in this case? Certain- 
ly I am not. No one,can more deepl feel his | examined 
incompetency to mount the bench and decide this 
momentous question. 

Who then 8hall decide it? Surely not the con- 
ductors of old-establischments. They are owners, 
or otherwise deeply interested in them, and, of | e 
course, though naturally men of sound under- 
and inflexible integrity, they are ex- 
a a7 ps r= Oe _— of x kind, 

intend to judge righteously ; but eway- 
They oy intond to jude the influence of which oy (andon 
may not be aware at the time, they are but poorly 
qualified to do it. 

The question then returns, who shall determine 


the proper number of religious ? I an-J1 
swer, the public mind. Ti is the cul 
ea; ecide as 


tent tribunal. We ma 
we will; but after all, is the final umpire. It 


can, and it will, confirm or reverse”our conclusions 


at pleagure, and there can be no appeal from its | 


doings, for there is'no earthly tribunal above it. 
And how, it may be asked, shall we obtain « 
pam of public opinion on this subject? 1 
answer, by the patronage bestowed upon the re- 
8pective publications. 

It is certainly fair to conclude that there are 
not too many, provided all receive a generous, or 
ever competent 8upport. 'This then 18 the proper 
standard. Sound policy will justify the publica- 
tion of just as-many religious periodicals as pub- 
lic feeling and bounty maintain. When they | 
exceed the number 8should be immediately 
reduced. 

With respect to the Universalist, I have but a 


few words to xay. I have read the numbers as | 


they have been is80ed with interest and approba- 
tion. I am pleased with the general character 
and execution of the work. = stand it has ta- 
ken in regard to the grea 
of the is sufficiently wa cided; 
and 8 "2p Haden is in a high Nm pacific, 
and its — tone pecuharly mild and per- 
Suasive. 

I will not say that, in the ontset of this pabliea- 
tion, I had no apprehensions of unfavorable con- 
8equences. Strongly attached to union and peace, 


the apperance of a cloud, if it. be only in 
tion, never fails to startle my feelings. 


propor interference with 


similar' w by a les 
and 


unoccupied. 
It does not, ue 
to use the ] 


proudly against the IDS 
well a. JIEC 


compe- || 


truths | 


Fbeoo 


ap rehouaions, however, have in a great measure | 
| I discover m the , og ; 
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Have you walked abtoad into the folds? Have 
you anne js expanse of water ave you 
structure—its 


plains, wide and extensive ?—Have you veg 
__ considered the structure and uses of veg- 
tables and flowers ?—Have you become familiar 
with Natural =_ ith yh of ani- 
mals, birds, insects, I ave 
reflected m— ns uses and bo wg 
atmosphere ? n the ch of ——E 
Me rioting es of day and night? Have you 
raised your wondering eyes to the heavens—have 
you considered the itude of the otg— 
their distance from us—the velocity" 


AngradBtierns Ly 
may 1 ben G00? No—If 


| yo unities, 
your powers of mind wi 
ness, the rt ew; is a - 
in your minds; and /you cannot, i TE 
rid of it. If you have thought 4 bye 
felt the conviction,” that your NG 
coming have been beneath the eye « 
you have gazed with admiration upon 
of him whose ways are past finding out 5 maſs your 
efforts to throw 'off s senge of accountablenses 
have been pores unavailing. 
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I would have them int acquain 
useful. branches of human knowledge. 1 
have them eufficiently versed- in the learning of 
the ancients, to be able to lay the foundation of 
a classical education in their sons ; I would have 


De and trugt, it never will, | ang 
prophet, © behave itself| - 


It is IIS | 
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